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of Wandering Willie's tale is the awe-inspiring double.1 The
pretty scene in which the elder Fairford is congratulated on his
son's maiden effort in court is not historical; but the legal life
and lore, and above all the gigantic extravaganza of Peter
Peebles's plea, may be regarded as the affectionate tribute of
humour and imagination to the days when he and Will Clerk
first "put on the gown."2
In construction, the book is as irregular, easy-going, almost
haphazard, as any of Scott's novels; but this seems to befit the
contents. Reminiscence goes well into the musing or gossipy but
always leisurely form of the letters exchanged by Darsie and Alan.
Then as life grows exciting, both of them take to narrative,
which soon breaks into a run; and at last there is a violent race
to the dramatic finish. But right in the middle of the formless-
ness comes that jewel of polished and repolished workmanship,
Wandering Willie's tale. One thing, at any rate, in which he
usually failed, Scott achieved, unity; for, though Redgauntlet,
like most of its companion novels, combines romance with
history, or pseudo-history, it is not two stories badly amalgamated,
but one. The private and personal and the public matters
blend completely. The supposed historical event never took
place; yet it might have taken place, at a time when it was
currently believed that the Pretender paid a secret visit to London,
was detected, and reported to the authorities, but allowed to
depart unmolested, George III being too firmly seated on the
throne and too magnanimous to seek to avenge himself on his
defeated and discredited foe.8
The tale goes darkly though not haltingly; but on this occasion Strong
some obscurity is a gain.   The mystery enveloping the person pictorid
and designs of Mr Herries of Birrenswork, not entirely cleared e^sc *s
up even when Peter Peebles identifies that gentleman as the laird
of Redgauntlet and a proscribed Jacobite, and the strangeness of
Darsie's kidnapping, keep uncertainty and suspense on the stretch
1 Crockett, 341-356.
8 Scott dwelt with fondness even on the minutiae of costume which were
now antiquated or entirely vanished. Note, for instance, his long archaeological
description of the feminine gown and mask in which Darsie is rigged out as a
disguise, when in the custody of Redgauntlet's warder, the truculent Nixon
(chap. xvii.).
8 See Scott's note, 37.